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A LECTURE ON MENORRHAGIA, VEL | 
HA MORRHAGIA UTERI, OR UTERINE | 
HA MORRHAGE, By N.Cuapman, M.D., | 
Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic, | 
in the University of Pennsylvania, | 


(Concluded from page 199.) 


ConnecTeD as this hemorrhage is, with an_ 
active, and even, perhaps, inflammatory condi- | 
tion, it is often circumstanced differently. We, 
have, in the latter cases, proofs of a debilitated, | 
and sometimes a vitiated state of system. ‘The | 
pulse is feeble and quick, the respiration hurried | 
on the slightest exertion, the skin damp and cold, | 
pallid or sallow, and doughy, with, in protracted | 
instances, edema of the lower extremities, and | 
particularly of the feet, in the evening. ‘That, 
however, which distresses most, is a constant 
pain in the lumbar region, sometimes acute, 
though more frequently dull, with a sense of 
weakness in the back, which may be so great as 
even to prevent the erect position, Effusions are 
occasionally very profuse, the blood thin or wa- 
tery, and inasmuch, from the existing debility, 
any further expenditure of it must be detrimen- 
tal, it is to be checked as speedily as possible, 

General bleeding here, can rarely be practised. 
But in those instances, where, evidently, there 
is much local congestion, though the system may 
be weak, cupping over the lumbar region is al- 
lowable,—and, at all events, dry cupping, or a 
blister, or both, in the same position, may be 
applied. Excepting the nitrate of potash, all the 


hemorrhage, and especially the topical means 
which were enumerated. ‘There are, moréover, 
some other articles given internally, and among 
these is alum. That it has been found useful, it 
is hard to doubt.’ ‘The earliest appropriation of 
it, indeed, was to uterine hemorrhage, by Van 
Helmont, who acquired immense fame by the 
cures effected by it. The dose is from three to 
five grains, with a portion of opium, to be re- 
peated according to the emergency. ‘Though it 
is usual to combine it with kino or catechu, no 
advantage is gained, and it were better to give 
these articles separately. ‘They are not, how- 
ever, in any mode of administration, highly ap- 
preciated by me. The extract or tincture of 
rhatany has, perhaps, stronger claims to atten- 
tion, and the elixir of vitriol is undoubtedly 
Sometimes serviceable. Neither of the gallic 
acid, nor cresote, lately so strongly praised, have 
I any personal experience in this application of 
them. ' 

It is now proper that I should deliver some 
account of the use of emetics, and particularly, 
as the practice is not without claims to origin- 





ality. This inactive hemorrhage may be alarm- 
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ing in its immediate tendency,—it is always se- 
riously injurious to health, and often proves 
intractable to the customary mode of treatment. 
Embarrassed by a case of the kind, which had 
resisted the best efforts of some other practi- 
tioners, ] determined to venture on the experi- 
ment with emetics. To this conclusion I was 
led by the reflection, that there is no peculiarity 
in uterine hemorrhage not reconcileable to the 
common principle on which I had conducted the 
eure of other forms of the disease. It struck 
me, that by the revulsion of vomiting, distinct 
from the secondary effects of the process, the 
flow of blood might be checked, and that in the 
interval of its recurrences, by occasional repeti- 
tions of the remedy, the uterus reinstated in its 
secretory functions. Emetics, 1 was also aware, 
are among the most active and certain of the 
emmenagogues, by which I mean, an immediate 
power to arouse the energies, or otherwise to re- 
invest the uterus with the faculty of secretion, 
when suspended or perverted. Having seen 
their salutary agency in this respect, as well in 
amenorrheea, as fluor albus, I indulged the hope, 
that if in these cases they can revive a natural 
action, or rectify a depraved one, so they might 
be serviceable in the same way in hemorrhage. 

The case to which | have referred, occurred at 
the close of 1827. It was that of a lady in the 
prime of life, from a distant part of the country, 
who came to consult me. Her appearance was 
sickly, and she told me, that from her marriage, 
a year and a half before, she had been subject to 
hemorrhage, at first, inconsiderable and monthly, 
progressively, however, increasing in quantity, 
and renewed at shorter intervals, till it had be- 
come so copious, on some occasions, as to endan- 
ger her existence. ‘This distressing situation 
was greatly aggravated by her sterility. 

The ordinary routine of remedies having been 
ineffectually exhausted, | suggested a trial of a 
course of treatment. in conformity to the views 
just presented. With this advice she returned 
home, promising strictly to adhere to it. Two 
months afterwards I received a letter from her, 
in which she informed me, that on her journey, 
she had a comparatively slight hemorrhage,— 
though, under an apprehension of its increasing, 
recourse was had to an emetic, which promptly 
suppressed it;—that, by this favourable result, 
fresh confidence was inspired in the proposed 
practice, and she had accordingly taken six 
emetics at the interval of eight days each, when 
regular menstruation returning, her general health 
was sensibly improved. Encouraged by this 
communication, I have since pursued the prac- 
tice to some extent, and though not uniformly 
successful, it has proved sufficiently so, to claim, , 
in my opinion, great respect. 
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To excite vomiting I have uniformly employed 
ipecacuanha, and, perhaps, no other article is so 
well adapted to thecase. It affords me pleasure 
to find, from a late publication, that the emetic 
practice, as well as the preference of this article, 
is fully sanctioned by two very eminent practi- 
tioners of Europe. M. Coffin, of Paris, declares 
this, as the result of ample experience,—and 
which is abundantly confirmed by Dr. Osborne, 
of Dublin, who states that a scruple of ipecacu- 
anha, taken in the evening, and followed by an 
acidulated saline purgative in the morning, 
checked the discharge very speedily, and when 
it returned, the emetic repeated once or twice, 
never failed to complete the cure. Tartarized 
antimony had no such effect. As to the appli- 
cability of the practice, he perceived no dif- 
ference, whether the hemorrhage was deci- 
dedly active, or the reverse, it being alike suc- 
cessful. 

Checked in any manner, the next considera- 
tion is to prevent the recurrence of the hemor- 
rhage, or, In other words, to effect a thorough 
cure. Before commencing the treatment, the 
pathological condition on which this disposition 
to effusion depends, must be ascertained. Either 
of a phlogistic, or active congestive nature, the 
loss of blood, generally or Jocally, from time to 
time, with the other means of reduction, including 
low diet, are, perhaps, only demanded, But 


in an opposite state, or one of enervation or re- 


laxation, an essentially different course becomes 
proper. 

Of the utility of emetics, as well to arrest the 
flow, as to obviate its recurrence, I have already 
spoken. Cathartics which act on the lower 
portion of the bowels, and indirectly on the ute- 
rus, have also been employed. The aloetic pre- 
parations are of this description, and among the 
very best of them are the hiera picra and elixir 
proprietatis. These articles are designed to 
operate not so much as evacuants, as by an im- 
pression on the vessels of the uterus, supposed 
to be promotive of the menstrual function. Go- 
verned by the same principle, emmenagogues of 
a more decisive character have been directed. 
But whatever may be the merit of these, of which 
lam exceedingly distrustful, the tonics are less 
equivocal, and more commonly employed. Great 
reliance was once placed on the Peruvian bark, 
and its ordinary preparations, now superseded by 
the sulphate of quinine. 

But, above all, should our trust be reposed in 
the chalybeates. Excellent in every variety of 
this enfeebled state of the system, it is when ex- 
sanguineous, or cachectic, that they are best 
adapted. The phosphate of iron is the most va- 
luable alone, or with the quinine, though the mu- 
riated tincture, the subcarbonate, the sulphate, 
the tartrate, the prussiate, and hydriodate, are all 
in repate. ‘To aid this plan of combination, nu- 
tritious, though not a heating or stimulating 
diet, may be suggested, with the use of the cold 
bath, moderate exercise, and whatever else is 
calculated to renew or improve health. 

Not, however, succeeding, some radical de- 


rangement of the uterus is to be suspected, and 
without much investigation of the nature of the 
lesion, mercury has been directed with a view to 
its reparation, Cautiously administered, there 
are states in which it might be servicable, as 
those in which it is beneficially resorted to in 
other secretory organs, Even under the suppo- 
sition of such uterine depravation, a general or 
indiscriminate application of it could not, how- 
ever, fail of producing infinite mischief. With 
these very states, there is, in many instances, 
a pervading bad habit of body, both of the solids 
and blood, the latter, especially, being thin and im- 
poverished, by the loss of its fibrin and globules, 
and here mercury would be the most pernicious 
of articles. Employed, at all, it must be re- 
served for cases where the integrity of the con- 
stitution has not materially suffered. 


In the management of this hemorrhage, the 
principal design should be to replace the system 
in a healthy state, on the accomplishment of 
which, menstruation usually returns, and with it, 
the hemorrhagic tendency ceases. Never ought 
it be forgotten, that the latter, existing during the 
period of life, when the former should be per- 
formed, it is seldom completely overcome, 
except by the restoration of the natural func- 
tion. 


Nor as a prophylactic of the outmst import- 
ance, must it escape notice, that on the hemor- 
rhage observing the Jaw of periodicity with any 
degree of exactness, reverting, for instance, 
monthly, or at any stated interval, it may often 
be averted, by enjoining fora few days, in anticipa- 
tion of an attack, a state of entire rest,—and where 
local uneasiness, or other signs of a congestive 
or phlogistic state prevails, by the loss of blood, 
generally or locally, a reduction of diet, and, per- 
haps, occasionally, an opiate. Examples, indeéd, 
occur, in which the tendency to effusion is so 
continued, that the recumbent position is abso- 
lutely required for weeks or months together, to 
prevent its reappearance. 


It remains to make a few remarks on a pecu- 
liar state of the disease. An irregularity in the 
discharges of the uterus, may be expected to a 
greater or less extent at the season of the cessa- 
tion of the menses. The secretory office of this 
organ being about to terminate, it is imperfectly 
performed, and, consequently, we have some 
anormal secretion, or oftener pure blood, in the 
place of the catamenia, of a mixture of these 
fluids, and which is thrown out with no uni- 
formity as to time or quantity. It happens, too, 
at this, or a later period, that we meet with cases 
where there is a small, though nearly constant 
oozing of blood, quaintly denominated by the late 
Professor Rush “a hemoptoe of the uterus.”’ It 
may be suspected under such circumstances, par- 
ticularly the latter, that there is something wrong 
in the condition of the womb, either chronic con- 

estion, or phlogosis, and which, being neglected, 
a to the formation of some more formidable 
lesion, 








Cases of this nature are to be usually recog- 
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nised by a sense of heat, and pain in the uterus, 
the latter extending to the lumbar region and 
lower extremities,—by the smallness of the dis- 
charge,—and in a more advanced stage, by an 
aggravation of the preceding symptoms, with de- 
praved and offensive discharges. Doubts, how- 
ever, existing, these may be removed by an 
examination per vaginum, when, in the com- 
mencement, the os tince, and, perhaps, the neck 
of the womb, will usually be found thickened, 
betraying increased sensibility to the touch, and 
subsequently, still more disease. Desirous of 
absolute certainty as to the nature and degree of 
the affection, this is attainable by the introduc- 
tion of a speculum, lately contrived for the pur- 
pose, into the vagina, which brings the parts dis- 
tinctly into view. 

The mere suppression of the sanguineous dis- 
charge in the state just noticed, is, however, a 
subordinate consideration. Not excessive, it is 
even salutary, and must not be checked. The 
great object is to arrest the progress, or entirely 
relieve that condition from which it emanates, 
To this end, the most approved means are gene- 
ral and topical bleedings. The latter are usually 
made from the groins and vulva, though it is 
now sometimes effected by leeches to the uterus 
itself, as more effectual, applied by means of the 
speculum mentioned, which, however, I think 
questionable. As well on the general principle, 
that it is preferable to draw blood from the vici- 
nity, than directly from the affected part, I have 
actually seen instances of uterine irritation by 
the bites of the leeches. Further, the treatment 
consists in an alterative use of mercury, low 
diet, principally of milk, with an avoidance of 
all exasperating causes, 

In a later stage, when scirrhus and other se- 
rious organic degenerations have taken place, our 
chief reliance has been on arsenic, and the free 
exhibition of the narcotics, hemlock, stramo- 
nium, henbane, opium, &c. Little is to be anti- 
cipated from these remedies,—and such cases 
are now usually resigned to the resources of sur- 
gery, from which, however, I apprehend, scarcely 
more isderived. Notwithstanding all the vaunt- 
ings of Lisfranc, and others, of the extraordinary 
success of their operations on the uterus, for the 
removal of diseased portions of it, great reason 
exists to distrust the integrity of these state- 
ments. As regards those of Lisfranc especially, 
there has been lately published, the solemn decla- 
ration of the resident surgeon of the hospital in 
which they occurred, that nearly the whole of 
the cases reported as cured, ended fatally. We 
have here a very striking illustration of the com- 
mon and highly censurable conduct of certain 
surgeons, who, to acquire the ec/at of a daring 


‘ operation, proclaim, at once, the performance of 


it, and conceal the ultimate result, however in- 
effectual or disastrous it maybe. It isacustom, 
to say the least of it, far ‘* more honourable in the 
breach, than the observance,” and from which, 
every one who is sensible of what is due to him- 
self, or of the obligations to the profession, will 
turn with loathing and disgust. 


Case of Fracture of the Skull. By Witu1aMm 
ZouuicKkorrer, M. D. 

Two years this spring, a messenger came after 
me in great haste to visit the son of Mr. D. J. 
Poole. On my arrival at his dwelling, 1 found 
Dr. Eichelberger, who had been waiting for me 
for three hours. ‘The child had been vomiting 
from the time the injury took place until my arri- 
val. He complained of an insufferable nausea, 
and pain in the head. On examination, we 
found a large tumour over the back part of the 
right parietal bone,—and, on pressure, It was 
readily ascertained that the part of the skull im- 
mediately under the tumour was fractured, and 
very considerably depressed. In consultation it 
was concluded, that an imperious duty rendered 
it obligatory upon us to operate without delay, in 
order to elevate the depressed bone, or remove it 
if altogether detached. This task, at the soli- 
citation of Dr. Eichelberger, I performed. On 
opening the tumour, there was found a large 
quantity of coagulated blood, that could not 
escape, in consequence of the skin not having 
been wounded sufficiently to admit of its pas- 
sage; after removing it, the superior and poste- 
rior portion of the right parietal bone, about the 
circumference of a dollar, was found to be frac- 
tured into four distinct pieces, and driven in 
upon the substance of the brain at least an inch. 
Three of these pieces 1 succeeded in elevating, 





their superior surfaces being only partially 
broken, while their inferior superficies were 
‘merely bent. The fourth portion I removed, 
as it was perfectly detached. ‘The dura and pia 
'mater had sustained considerable lesion in its 
‘structural organization, through which a small 
portion of cerebral matter had made its way. 
Immediately upon elevating and removing the 
fractured portions, the little sufferer exclaimed— 
** Now, my stomach feels quite good, and my head 
too”? The skin was now brought into near 
proximity with the surface of the skull, and se- 
cured by a few stitches and adhesive straps, in 
consociation with a light compress. The subse- 
quent course of therapeutic treatment was strictly 
antiphlogistic, and modified occasionally to suit 
the circumstances and exigencies of the case, in 
order to prevent inflammation of the brain, In 
three months the wound healed, without the 
slightest evidence of symptoms of pyrexia. The 
‘child, during the compressed condition of the 
brain, exercised his intellectual faculties as usual. 
Would not an opposite state of things have been 
developed, had an injury to the same extent been 
inflicted on the anterior portion of the head ? 
Attention to the effects resulting from injuries of 
particular parts of the skull, might have the 
direct teudency to confirm the views of phrenolo- 
gists, in the opinion of a plurality of organs, and 
their connexion with the happy display of the 
moral and intellectual faculties. ‘The child re- 
ceived the fracture from falling, while in the act 
of climbing in the barn, with his head upon a 
large stone. This was his report of the manner 
in which the accident took place. 

Middleburg, (1fd.,) April 1st, 1839. 
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CLINICAL LECTURE. 


PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL. 


ON PNEUMONIA—(CONTINUED. ) 


Saturday, January 19th.—Dr. GeruarD com- 
menced as follows: 

In my last lecture I pointed out to you a num- 
ber of cases of simple pneumonia, terminating, as 
such cases generally do, in complete recovery. 
When acute pneumonia takes an unfavourable 
turn, it is usually from the complication of in- 
flammation of other organs than the lungs. In 
certain rare cases, it is true, that the disease may 
terminate fatally by the mere extent of Jung 
which is involved; and then the patient perishes 
from the obstruction to the respiration, a large 
portion of the pulmonary tissue gradually be- 
comes impermeable to the air, and prevents the 
necessary change in the blood. But such cases 
are rare. As an ordinary rule, we may, there- 
fore, regard the cause of death, in inflammatory 
pneumonia, to depend upon the concurrent in-| 
flammation of other organs essential to life. If 
a single one of these organs be inflamed, the pro- 
bability of a fatal result is comparatively slight; 
but the probability of death is vastly increased, 
when the inflammation of these organs is super- 
added to that of the lungs. 

Pneumonia offers, at certain seasons, an un- 
usual tendency to these complications; in fact, 
we meet with very few simple cases of the 
disease; this tendency sometimes manifests 
itself in several different ways. In all cases, 
there is undoubtedly some unknown cause which 
pire rise to an inflammatory diathesis; but the 
ocal lesions themselves may either occur simul- 
taneously with the most important inflammation, 
which is seated in the lungs, or they may be de- 





heart and larger arteries, which are often inflamed 
in severe cases of pneumonia, and cause the most 
widely spread secondary inflammations. 

The tendency of the organs of the body to 
take on inflammatory action in pneumonia, it will 
probably be found, is regulated by fixed rules; 
we have not, however, at present, all the facts 
necessary for us to establish the exact degree of 
frequency with which the organs are inflamed ; 
we may, however, approach an accurate result, 
The experience of this winter has nearly coincided 
with my usual observations ; but, in this respect, 
you must not expect a considerable degree of 
variety. In one year a certain organ may be 
much more frequently diseased than in another, 
and epidemics of pneumonia often appear which 
are characterized by these organic inflammations. 
Such is the case with the well-known bilious 
pneamonia described by Stoll, at Vienna, and 
with several epidemics in which the brain was 
principally affected. 

The organs most disposed to take on inflamma- 
tion in pneumonia, are the heart and its mem- 
branes, the brain, and the liver. When you ex- 
amine a very large number of cases without refer- 
ence to particular seasons, you will find that the 
liver is, on the whole, most frequently inflamed. 
This inflammation, it would seem, depends chiefly 
upon mere contiguity, and nearly always takes 
place when the right lung, particularly its lower 
lobe, is inflamed. ‘The disease is transmitted 
through the diaphragm, and the ordinary symp- 
toms of jaundice are then superadded to those of 
pneumonia. 

Next in frequency to the inflammation of the 
liver, and in certain seasons of much more fre- 
quent occurrence, is that of the heart. During 
the present course, you have seen numerous ex- 
amples of this complication. ‘The parts involved 
are the internal membrane, including the valves, 





veloped at a much later period, when the disease 
of the lungs has already passed through its early | 
stage. In this case, the lesions of other organs | 
are said to be strictly secondary. When the in-| 
flammatory complications of pneumonia occur at 

a very early period, the disease should be looked | 
upon as a general, instead of a local affection; | 
and we may regard its cause to be the altered | 
state of the blood, which here assumes, in the | 
most strongly-marked manner, the characteristic | 
features of the inflammatory diathesis. Perhaps | 
the modification of the blood will be found to de- | 
pend upon some previous change of the nervous | 
power, and this may constitute the second, in- 
stead of the first link, in the chain of morbid ac- 
tions; but it will be, at present, convenient for 
you to regard it as the earliest phenomenon, or, 
at least, as one of the earliest phenomena oceur- 
ring in many cases of pneumonia. ‘The alteration 
of the blood is nearly proportioned to the num- | 
ber and severity of the lesions which complicate 
pneumonia; and the thick, buffy coat, and firm, 
cupped coagulum, are, as a general rule, much 
more evident when the inflammation extends to 
several organs. Certain organs, however, give 
rise to more evident inflammatory appearances 
than others ; this is particularly the case with the 





the pericardium, and, perhaps, (although of this 
fact the proof must be somewhat doubtful,) the 
muscular substance of the heart, ‘The part most 
frequently, or, at least, most seriously affected, 
is the linmg membrane. This lesion is the more 
important, because it is attended with the stag- 
nation of the blood in the heart, and the formation 
of those coagula, which increase the oppression 
of the patient, and accelerate the approach of 
death. I have observed many more cases of 
this lesion within the last year or two than at 
any previous period; the greater frequency was 
in part only apparent from the greater facility 
which I have acquired in recognising these le- 
sions; but I have reason to believe that the dis- 
ease is really more frequent than at any other 
period of my observations. 

The next frequent complication of pneumonia, 
is inflammation of the brain, and of its mem- 
branes. ‘This is a singular variety, and is the 
more interesting, because the symptoms of the 
pulmonary disease become obscure, and are 
sometimes lost during the increase of the cere- 
bral symptoms. ‘The signs of the cerebral are, 
in general, evident, but less intense than they 
appear to be in those cases in which the brain is 


cae) eae > 


TTS ee ee ae eee ee 
AK 


ney 
é 
Re 
P's 
2 
ae 
rn) 
‘iG 
4 
Bes 
: 
ake 
Be 
ie 
oH 
a 





ID oe Nafiesepcan Fee 


5 sae prieete 


aa a a oa cS eI Sea Ae a 


Peale 


DOMESTIC 


———— —-—-- -_—-—-~ -- ~— 


primarily affected. 1 shall next point out to 
you such examples of these complications as may 


present themselves. 
(To be continued.) 
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DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


Annual Interments in the City and County of New 
York, for the year 1838: with accompanying 
Remarks, Presented by Henry G, Dunne, 
City Inspector. 

The report presented by Mr, Dunnel, exhibits, 
under the head of the Diseases of some of the 
chief systems, the proportionate mortality of the 
two sexes, at different ages, and of different co- 
lours, (black and white.) It is very full, and 
prepared, evidently, with great care, and, we 
may suppose, accuracy. ‘The total of deaths, in 
the city of New York, during the year 1838, 
was 7533, exclusive of the still-born cases, to 
the number of 520. ‘The greatest number of 
deaths for any one month was in August, hav- 
ing been, during that month, 890; and the 
smallest number 490, in June. Next to these, 
on their respective sides, were September, which 
exhibits 798, and May 494, 

The proportion of the two sexes and colours, 
and the rate of deaths are exhibited in the fol- 
lowing table: 
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The Interments were in the Cemeteries belonging 
to the following denominations : 

African, 179; Baptist, 165; Catholic, 2685; 
Dutch Reformed, 316; Friends, 53; German, 
141; Hebrew, 25; Marble Cemeteries, 181; 
Methodist, 1190; Presbyterian, 979; Protestant 
Episcopal, 625; Potter’s Field, 1514. 





From the returns, it appears there died in the fol- 
lowing places :— 


The Alms House, Bellevue, 372; Alms House 
Hospital, Bellevue, 224; Penitentiary Hospital, 
Bellevue, 47; Penitentiary Hospital, at Black- 
well’s Island, 34; Small Pox Hospital at Black- 
well’s Island, 10; City Hospital in Broadway, 
121; City Prison, 3; in Westchester County, 
63; Long Island, 31; New Jersey, 33. 

We shall avail ourselves of the ‘ Remarks’ of 
Mr. Dunnel, which are a good running commen- 
tary on the tabular Report: 


‘* By this report it will be seen that the deaths 
in 1838 were 679 less than in 1837. Precisely 
the increase of births in 1837 over those in 
1836. 


‘It may be well, for the gratification of those 
who have not the time or taste to enter into the 
investigation, to subjoin a running commentary 
upon some of the details herein presented, 


‘* There are several interesting results to be 
gleaned from the precise and peculiar mode of 
arranging these tables, and which could not be 
shown by any other method. 


‘‘ Leaving others to account for the causes, 
while the facts are simply placed before them, I 
will premise that, while the total. ef deaths has 
been 679 less, the variation in prevalency of dif- 
ferent diseases has been immense; from a de- 
creased mortality of 1654 upon some, to an in- 
crease of others of 1209. 


‘*The decrease has been chiefly upon the fol- 
lowing diseases, viz: of Scarlet Fever, 322; 
T'yphus, 234; Consumption, 233; Convulsions, 
178; Measles, 159; Small-Pox, 79; Fever, 74; 
Teething, 96; Inflammation of the Chest, 40; 
Diarrhea, 30; Drunkenness and Delirium Tre- 
mens, 31; Child bed, and Puerperal Fever, 24; 
Dropsy, 19; Bleeding, 12; Mortification, 10; 
Old Age, 8; and Epilepsy, 5; and 28 less were 
drowned, 

*¢ Of the diseases that have increased, the fol- 
lowing stand most conspicuous; of Cholera 
Infantum, 184. More deaths of this disease oc- 
curred this year than ever before, with the single 
exception of the cholera year, 1834, when it was 
only 38 greater. In the year 1832, it was 103 
less than in this. ‘The increase of Marasmus is 
178; Hooping cough, 156; Unknown, 102; 
Apoplexy, 53; Croup, 31; Remittent Fever, 28; 
drinking cold water, 20; Malformation, 31; 
Organic disease of Heart, 18; Bleeding from 
Lungs, 13; Dropsy of Chest, 13; Scrofula, 12; 
while of casualties, 12 more occurred, and 8 more 
were killed or murdered. 
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and drinking cold water, occurred chiefly during 
the extremely warm part of last summer. 

“The number of Still-born and Premature, is 
precisely the same as last year. There is a cu- 
rious circumstance connected with this casualty 
that deserves a remark; that is, the great dispro- 
portion of white males to white females, and 
which does not take place between the sexes of 
the blacks. 


“The greater fatality of male life in the white 
race, commences before birth, and continues 
throughout the first year of existence. This 
year, almost 51 out of every 100, died before 
reaching 5 years of existence, of whom over 25 
were white males, and 22 females—the rest 
blacks. ‘This inequality does not continue so 
great after passing the year; there being but 
trifling variation, (although the males exceed,) 
between 1 and 2—2 and 5—5 and 10, until be- 
tween 10 and 20, females predominate; between 
20 and 30, they are nearly the same; but be- 
tween 30 and 50, even to 60, the males are 
almost double in number to females. Between 
60 and 70, they vary a trifle; between 70 and 
80, the females outnumber the males, but from 
80 upwards, they are equal. 


‘Throughout the whole series there is a total 
excess of male deaths, of nearly 10 per cent., 
and this cannot arise from exposure or casualty 
alone. ‘There is not a disease of child, except 
Hooping Cough and Measles, in which the 
male deaths do not preponderate. The same 
thing occurs, with few exceptions, at the other 
periods of life, excluding the peculiar diseases of 
females, and oldage. Of casualties of all kinds, 
the males exceed females only 148, 


‘According to the last census, the female 
population was not 5 per cent. greater than the 
male. This constant loss of male population 
(which, taking the whole series embraced in my 
last year’s report, of 32 year’s past, has been 
still greater, having been nearly 12 per cent.) is 
in some way or another supplied, or, inevitably, 
the male race would eventually become extinct. 
It is for the purpose of ascertaining the facts, 
that a register of births is desirable. 


‘It is singular, in regard to the deaths of the 
coloured population, that the males and females 
differ so little ; the coloured females exceed the 
males only one. 

** Of those diseases so fatal under the year, 
some of them are fatal within a few days of 
birth. Of Convulsions, 638 died—501 of them 
under the year; but 159 of them were not 7 days 
old; between that and 21 days, 177 died; be- 
tween that and 2 months, 79; and 28 between 
that and 3 months, leaving but 118 to divide be- 
tween the remaining three-fourths of the year. 
Of Malformation and Premature, 77 died under 
20 days. 

“I have placed in the tables, on a line with 
the sex and age, the nativity of the persons; in 
order, if possible, to show the effect, if any, this 
may have upon disease. By a careful exami- 
nation of which it will be seen, that of Apoplexy, 





49 were natives, and 104 Europeans; of Palsy, 
Epilepsy and Insanity, one-half of the males 
were Europeans, and of Bleeding from the Lungs, 
they exceed the natives. Of Consumption, 1225, 
there were natives 665, and Europeans 539—11 
of adjoining countries, and 10 unknown. The 
deaths by this disease, excluding casualties of 
al] kinds, is 1 out of 5 of the whole; of which 1 
out of 9293 are white natives, 1 out of 4566 
blacks, and 1 out of 2877 Europeans. Of In- 
flammation of the Stomach, 28 were natives, and 
36 Europeans. Organic disease of the Heart, 
27 natives and 28 Europeans. Of Child-bed 
and Puerperal Fever, 16 natives to 21 Europeans, 
Of Intemperance and Delirium Tremens, 40 na- 
tives to 55. Suicides, 23 natives to 19. 41 
natives and 44 Europeans died of casualties, 
Out of 22 deaths from drinking cold water, 19 
were Europeans; and of Old Age, 57 natives, 
54 Europeans, and 3 from the adjoining British 
provinces. 


‘«‘] have divided Europe into different sections, 
in the tables, because of the greater number 
from some sections; they are all included in 
these calculations, 


‘It would tend very materially to an insight 
into these matters, if the census gave any clue 
to the proportion of native population of this 
city; but as it does not, much must be left to 
conjecture. 


‘‘T have made no estimate of the deaths pro- 
portioned to the population; because it will ne- 
cessarily be very unsatisfactory until an accurate 
register is kept, based upon the deaths, and not 
upon the interments only, in this city,” 





Statement of Deaths,—with the Diseases and Ages, 
in the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, during 
the year 1838, 


This document is less detailed and less satisfac- 
tory than that of New York, justnoticed. The al- 
phabetical arrangement of the diseases is pursued, 
with here and there the cause substituted for the 
disease, such as Excesssive Heat, Intemperance, 
Neglect. From such heads as Disease of the 
Breast, and Disease of the Chest, little informa- 
tion can be obtained. We are aware that these 
inaccuracies, and loose terminology, are made 
by the physicians who attended the patients, and 
who, after death, send in certificates. But some- 
a be done by the medical portion of 
the Board of Health towards the correction, if 
not removal of these inaccuracies, by asking the 
physician for a more definite name of the fatal 
malady. 


The Statement is so far on the side of amalga- 
mation, that it does not designate the proportion 
of deaths among the blacks to those among the 
whites; nor even indicate that there are two such 
different races inhabiting Philadelphia. 


The Births and Deaths, in each month of the 


tees 1838, are set forth in the following ta- 
ble :— 
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The period of the greatest mortality was during 
the months of July and August, and the least in 
November. The deaths, within the first year of 
existence, were 1728; and within the first two 
years, 2363. The diseases which figure highest 
in the Report, are, Ist, Consumption of the 
Lungs, 725; 2d, Summer Complaint, 382; 3d, 
Convulsions, 302, of which 195 were in children 
under one year old, 39 in those within the second 
year, and 33 between the second and fifth years ; 
4th, Inflammation of the Lungs, 230. 

In New York, the cases of Cholera Infantum are 
437, those of diarrhea in children under two years 
of age, 71. In Philadelphia there were 97 
deaths of children under two years of age 
from diarrhea. The deaths from Consumption, 
in New York, were 1225; from Inflammation of 
the Lungs, 542; from Hooping Cough, 219; 
and from Croup, 182. In Philadelphia the 
deaths from Hooping Cough were 27, and/| 
Croup, 101. Bronchitis, the deaths from which | 
in our city were 118, does not find a place in the | 
New York Report. This omission must be re- 
garded as a defect in the latter. 

Eclectic Journal of Medicine. 
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Swallowing Pins and Needles. —A very curious 
medico-legal fact is narrated in the Gazette des 
Tribunaux, and the Droit of the 16th November. 
A servant girl, of seventeen, named Rose Mela- 
nie Selter, was tried before the Court of Assize 
of the Seine, for attempting to kill a child, aged 
two months and a half, by making it swallow ten 
pins. The case alleged was as follows :-— 

The Sieur and Dame Fournereau have an only 





child, now about five months old.* It was 
suckled by its mother, and was in the finest 
health, when, on the 7th of last April, it was 
attacked with dyspnea and fits of suffocation, 
which made its parents fear for its life. On the 
following days its sufferings continued, and it 
seemed as if there was something in the infant’s 
stomach and throat which obstructed respiration. 
However, on the 10th of April the pains ceased, 
and the infant recovered its health. 

The cause of the attack was unknown, until, 
on the morning of the 11th of April, Fournereau’s 
wife found three pins in the child’s stool, four 
more in the evening, and three the next morning ; 
making a sum total of ten pins that the child had 
swallowed. Fournereau and his wife attributed 
what had happened to the malice of the servant 
girl, and discharged her. 

On their complaint, Selter was taken up, and 
confessed before the commissary of police that 
she had made the child swallow ten pins on the 
7th and 8th of April; and that she had done so 
in order to get herself discharged and sent home 
to her parents, who forced her to go to service. 
In the written statement, the prisoner still said 
that she had made the child swallow the pins, but 
asserted that it was all done on one occasion; 
and that she must have lost her reason to do 
such a thing, for she loved the child, and had no 
cause for animosity against her master and mis- 


tress. She also alleged that at certain periods 


she was worried by her blood to such a degree 
that she did not know what she was about. 

It seems that three or four years ago the pri- 
soner had some symptoms of insanity, consisting 
of a nervous agitation, which made her run about 
the country without any object, and compelled 
the Sieur Maugin to send her home to her father. 

A physician was ordered to visit her in prison, 
and make his observations upon her for a certain 
time. He reported that no symptom of derange- 
ment had appeared since her imprisonment. Dr. 
Ollivier, of Angers, being consulted by the court 
as to the seriousness of the attempt, medically 
considered, replied as follows :— 

«The introduction of the pins into the child’s 
body did not produce any serious symptom ; 
this is not surprising, for there are numerous ex- 
amples of the same kind on record. ‘Thus there 
is a case of a young girl who had swallowed pins 
in her childhood, and did not get rid of them till 
fifteen years afterwards. There are pains, in- 
deed, and a feeling of suffocation at the moment 
of their passing into the esophagus, and that is 
all. A young girl who was insane, a toy and 
doll maker by trade, and who also had pins about 
her, swallowed fourteen hundred of them, which 
were all found in her body; her muscles were as 
thickly set with them as so many pincushions, 
Nevertheless, her death was quite independent of 
this occurrence, Hence, the rule is, that bad 
symptoms are not produced, but there is a con- 
siderable number of exceptions, where abscesses 


* The indictment having been drawn up in June, as 
we suppose .-- Translator. 
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in the liver of the ‘abdomen, and death itself, were 
caused by pins. 

«‘The story which the prisoner first told me is 
possible, and the pins may all have been given 
to the child at once. As to whether they were 
swallowed head or point foremost, I cannot an- 
swer that question; for though they may have 
been passed with the head foremost, they need 
not have been introduced in the same way, since 
they may have been reversed in their passage. 

‘Jt was next my duty to examine the state of 
the prisoner, and to do this effectually, I inquired 
into her previous history. After having lived in 
Paris from her earliest years, she passed a year 
and half in her native district. The official pa- 
pers contain the notes and descriptions of persons 
who saw her during that period. I was struck 
with the contrast between the physical develop- 
ment of the girl and her slender intelligence. 
She is sixteen and a half, and you would have 
taken her to be twenty; but though physically 
developed, her conduct is thatofachild. Ihave 
observed alternations of good and bad health since 
her confinement in prison. She suffers from head- 
ache very frequently ; she feels very drowsy, and 
it is paticularly at the catamenial periods that she 
is in this state. 

‘*Selter told me at first that it was at one of 
these periods that she committed the crime of 
which she is accused. It was my duty to draw 
conclusions from all these facts, and J must say 
that nothing, either in the conduct orthe answers 
of the prisoner, showed any disorder of the intel- 
lectual faculties. | Nevertheless, after having 
maturely considered the interesting medico-legal 
questions which arise in this case, | declare, that | 
when | connect together the habits of the pri- | 
soner’s childhood with what is extraordinary and 
motiveless in the act of which she is accused, | | 
have my doubts. (A sensation in court. ) This 
uncertainty is increased when we think of the 
temporary disturbance which certain periods that 
I have just mentioned causein woman, Itis my 
duty to tell you, that [have my doubts. I donot! 
now oppose what [ said i in my report, but I am 
less decided than I was.” 





The Advocate-General.—* There is a fact that | 
you do not know, because it has only come out | 
in the proceedings. The prisoner did not show | 
the least emotion during the whole course of the | 
child’s illness, What deduction can you draw | 
from this ?”’ | 

Dr. Ollivier.—** To acertain extent this would | 
seem to confirm what ] have just said. If she| 
had had sensibility, as every one else has, she | 
would not have been able to see the child’s suf- | | 
ferings without betraying herself by her uneasi- | 
ness. It may be possible that she acted without | 
intention, mechanically, and by one of those in- 
stinctive impulses of which we may each find 
examples by examining ourselves, ”’ 

After a discussion between the advocate-gene- 
ral and Dr. Ollivier on the state of the prisoner’s 
intellect, and hearing some witnesses for the de- 
fence, M. Plongoulm, the advocate-general, rose, 
and gave up the prosecution, 
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After a short deliberation, the jury brought i ina 
verdict of not guilty, and the president declared 
the prisoner acquitted. ‘The girl seemed uncon- 
scious of what was going on; she heard her ac- 
quittal without betraying the least emotion, and 
did not think of leaving the court till told to do 
so by the gendarmes. 

The preceding facts sufficiently prove that 
there was no malice prepense in the prisoner when 
she made the child swallow the pins, and that the 
act can in strictness be called nothing but folly 
or madness; and the judgment of the court was 
founded on this supposition. 

The following is the medico-legal question 
arising from this case. Dupuytren expresses 
himself on this subject as follows :— 

‘** | have seen at the Hotel Dieu, a considerable 
number of women and children afflicted with this 
mania, and suffering under the same symptoms. 
The most remarkable of these cases was one of 
a woman, who, in consequence of swallowing 
an incredible number of pins and needles, had 
become frightfully thin, and was obliged to keep 
quiet still in bed, from the acute pain which was 
caused, on the slightest motion, by the needles 
and pins, which made their way out from every 
part of her skin. 1 opened more than a hundred 
collections of pus in this woman, at the bottom 
of which I always found one or two needles or 
pins, On the surface of this unfortunate per- 
son’s body there were always fifty or sixty ab- 
cesses or tumours caused by the presence of as 
many of these foreign bodies ; which, when ad- 
ded to the number of those which nature was not 
yet strong enough to drive towards the skin, form- 
ed a fearful sum total. Itis easy to see ‘that if 
the presence of a single one of these foreign bodies 
makes motion difficult and painful, so great a 
number must bring ona general debility, continu- 
ed fever, and fatal marasmus : and, in fact, the 
woman of whom I am speaking died in a hectic 
state. When her body was opened, several hun- 
dred pins and needles were found spread through- 
out the various organs, the limbs, the cellular tis- 
| sue, and the muscles } i in short, in every part of 
the body.” (Dupuytren, Blessures par armes de 
| Suerte, t. ier, p. 82.) 

We see that Dupuytren is far from thinking 
that a great number of needles or pins can be 
swallowed harmlessly. Yet there are facts 
which prove, as Dr, Ollivier says, that these point- 
ed bodies may pass fromthe alimentary canal in- 
_to the neighbouring organs by gently penetrating 
the tissues, and at length creeping towards the 
‘surface of the body without causing any serious 
symptoms. Every one knows, for instance, the 
‘history of the girl at Copenhagen, who had a pas- 
sion for swallowing needles, and in whom a num- 
ber of points were “observed in the skin, giving 
exit to these instruments. 

In other instances these bodies become enve- 
loped in mucus, slip into the bowels, and make 
their way out by the anus, as in the case of Four- 
nereau. 

‘‘ Foreign bodies,” says Boyer, ** when long, 
thin, and pointed, such as needles and pins, some- 
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times traverse the stomach or intestines, and 
reach the liver or mesentery. But most frequent- 
ly they pass without causing pain or inflamma- 
tion, and appear under the skin in parts more or 
Jess distant from the alimentary passages. Last- 
ly, foreign bodies have been known to traverse 
the intestines, enter the bladder, and pass out of 
the urethra with the urine,” —Boyer, Malad, chir. 
t. vil. p. 198. 

Still more surprising cases might be cited :— 
**An officer afflicted with a suicidal mania push- 
ed one of those long black pins, known under the 
name of curling pins, into the region of the heart. 
lt penetrated the pericardium, reached the heart, 
and remained there, without causing any symp- 
toms, during a period which could not be ascer- 
tained. ‘There was nothing to indicate its pre- 
sence during life. ‘The pin was not found till 
after the death of the officer, which he inflicted 
on himself ina different way.’’—(Dupuytren, op. 
eit. p. 79.) 

Although it is true that the introduction of 


needles and pins is not always followed by seri- | 
ous symptoms, yet we must not make this a ge-| 


neral rule. Science has not hitherto afforded a 
sufficient number of facts to allow us to decide 
the question so absolutely as Dr. Ollivier has 
thought himself justified in doing; we do not 
blame his judgment in the case above given, 
where we are entirely of his opinion, but we do 
not side with him as to the general harmlessness 
of the accident in question. We have just seen 
that Dupuytren thought it a very serious one, 
and his opinion was based upon experience, 
When a needle or pin sticks in the upper part 
of the cesophagus, or in the pharynx, it may cause 
Violent symptoms of suffocation. We once saw 
a woman who fell into frightful convulsions from 
having pushed a needle, which was accidentally 
contained in the bread she was eating, into the 


velum palati. In the Memoirs of the Academy 


of Surgery there is a case of suffocation oceur- | 


ring ina child from the presence of a pin which 
had pierced the larynx transversely. Fabricius 
Hildanus saw death occur in consequence of a 
small body, pointed like a pin, sticking in the 
esophagus. During deglutition, therefore, pins 
and needles may stick in the upper part of the 
pharynx, and cause serious symptoms. We 
once saw a young and robust man, who died at 
the Hote] Dieu, under Dupuytren’s care, in con- 
sequence of an abscess caused by a bone stick- 
ing in the pharynx. 

It follows from the preceding facts, that when 
one or more pins have been swallowed, we can 
never tell a priort what will be the consequence ; 
there areexamples both of recovery and of death. 

Let us now suppose that a physician is called 
in the moment the accident has happened, or soon 
after, the needles or pins being in the stomach; 
what ought he todo? Hear Portal :— 

‘*‘T saw a young man, who, during a drinking 
bout, challenged his companions to swallow a 
part of his glass; he broke the fragments of his 
glass with his teeth, and then swallowed them ; 
but not with impunitv, He was soon seized 
No. 40, 29 


with frightful cardialgia; convulsive movements 
came on, and fears were entertained for the life 
of this giddy-headed young fellow, when his 
friends came for me. I first had him bled; but 
as the principal object of the treatment was to 
extract the glass which caused the symptoms, I 
was much embarassed as to the means of doing 
so. On the one hand, I saw that tartar emetic 
would increase the irritation and contraction of 
the stomach, and that the glass would get more 
closely into its parietes; on the other hand, pur- 
gatives would drive the glass into the intestinal 
canal, the long extended surfaces of which would 
probably become excoriated. I thought it right, 
therefore, to advise the patient to fill his stomach 
with some food which might serve as a recipient 
to the glass, and then to produce vomiting. Some 
cabbages were procured and boiled; the patient 
ate a considerable quantity of them, and I then 
gave him two grains of tartar emetic ina glass of 
water. The patient soon vomited, and threw up 
a considerable quantity of glass among the cab- 
bage. He subsequently took a good deal of 
milk, was putintoa bath, and had some emollient 
clysters; and as he had become very lean, ia 
spite of these methodical aids, I advised him to 
drink asses’ milk, which he did for more than a 
month, and which restored him to his former 
state of health.”—Lon. Med. Gaz. from Gazeite 
des Hopitaux, November, 1838, 





| tures, Sc. 


On ‘he formation of Moulding Tablets for Frac- 
By Atrrep Smee.—The importance 
| of a substance that can be moulded accurately to 
| any part of the body at a moment’s notice, must 
| be admitted by every member of the medical pro- 
fession; yet many difficulties attend the forma- 
tion of a composition which shall, at the period 
of its application, be so yielding and soft, that it 
may take an accurate castof any part, and when 
| dry, shall still retain the form given to it, and 
become sufficiently hard to resist external impres- 
sions, and at the same time shall be tough, elas- 
tic, and devoid of brittleness and much flexibili- 
ty; and further difficulties present themselves 
where the capability of its being quickly dried is 
required. The advantage of lightness and cheap- 
ness is also a great desideratum. 

As I had frequently noticed that the composi- 
tion of gum arabic and whiting, when dry, pos- 
sessed great hardness and toughness, and yet 
was so free from brittleness that it could searce- 
ly be pounded in a mortar, I was determined to 
ascertain how far it would answer to make tablets, 
which might be used to form extemporaneous 
splints. 

For this purpose a piece of coarse sheeting 
was copiously brushed over on one surface with 
a thick solution of gum, after which it was co- 
vered with a composition made by rubbing whit- 
ing with mucilage, continually adding the pow- 
der until the whole was of the consistence of 
thick paste: a second piece of sheeting was now 
rubbed over on one side with the solution of gum, 
and the moistened side applied upon the compo- 





sition with which the piece of sheeting had been 
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covered, and we thus had two thicknesses of 
sheeting with an intervening layer of the compo- 
sition of mucilage and whiting, the thickness of 
which may be increased or diminished as strength 
or lightness is desired. The whole was then 
dried, and formed a tablet about the thickness of 
slight pasteboard. 

This experiment succeeded beyond my most 
sanguine expectations ; for, whilst the tablet re- 
mained dry, it was exceedingly hard, and, when 
sponged over with a little warm water, became 
so yielding, that, by moulding it with the fin- 
gers, acast could be taken of any part of the 
body. The hand and knuckles were defined 
with great accuracy, and I succeeded, by a little 
management, in taking a cast of the greater part 
of the face. It is sometimes advisable not to al- 
low the substance to dry upon the part on which 
it is moulded ; but after the depressions and ele- 
vations have been traced with the fingers, it 
should be,carefully removed and partially dried 
before the fire ; and as soon as the texture is sufli- 
ciently dry to retain its shape, it may be placed 
near a stone, or even on the hob of a grate, with- 
out fear of corrugating or becoming otherwise 
deformed. In most cases, however, this drying 
is quite unnecessary, it being requisite only to’ 
envelope the moist tablet with a bandage. A 
cast thus taken is extremely hard and tenacious, 
so that when not much thicker than a wafer, it 
may be struck violently and repeatedly against 
any hard substance, and not be destroyed. It 
possessed but slight flexibility, and, after having 





been bent, it returned to its previous form, show- 
ing considerable elasticity, It was neither lia- | 
ble to be torn nor broken; and lastly, it possess- 
ed the advantage of lightness combined with du- 
rability. Whilst in search of a moulding sub- 
stance | thought it advisable to try various com- 
positions, in order that the best might be select- 
ed, but none appeared so excellent as that last 
described. 

A composition of powdered starch and gum 
was spread upon linen wetted with the solution, 
as in the first instance, when it afforded a good 
and firm tablet, but perhaps not equal to the first, 
A paste made with gum and flour formed a good 
composition ; but in all cases where flour is used 
there is a liability to more or less contraction. | 
A mixture of plaster of Paris and gum dried very 
speedily, but was apt to crack, and did not wear 
well, 

Compositions of white of egg, with the same 
substances to thicken it as were used to thicken 
the solution of gum, were next tried, the linen cloth 
being first smeared over with the albumen; but 
none were found to answer; and it was singular 
that the mixture of the sulphate of lime and the 
white of egg had so little firmness that it fell to 
powder when dried. 

Boiled glue and whiting formed a hard tablet, 
inferior, though slightly cheaper than that first 
described; and its unpleasant smell would pre- 
vent its use, except in hospital or military prac- 
tice. 





Similar compositions of flour paste were found 
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utterly useless, having neither consistence, cohe- 
sion, nor strength. ‘The decoctions of the Ice- 
land moss and linseed were found also inappli- 
cable. The preparations of dextrine were next 
tried. and a mixture of carbonate of lime with the 
solution of dextrine made a composition which 
answered very well, 

Of all these preparations—and many others 
that were tried—few were applicable, and none 
in all respects equal to the composition of gum 
and whiting, both of which substances are al- 
ways easily obtained, and have the additional 
advantage of cheapness, The solution of gum 
which was found most adapted contained 10 or 
12 oz. of gum to the pint of water. 

As far as regards the nature and texture of the 
cloth, it is to be remarked that linen is stronger 
than cotton, and less liable to be torn, and there- 
fore to be preferred. Of the various kinds of 
linen, none moulds so perfectly as moderately 
coarse old sheeting; for when the tablets were 
made of finer lrish, they were very inferior in 
this respect. 

The application of these tablets is rather ex- 
tensive ; they may be used with great advantage 
for all fractures of the metacarpal bones; also 
for those of the forearm, or even for the hume- 
rus. 

When the humerus is fractured, the method 
which has been adopted is to cuta piece of paper 
somewhat into the shape of the required splint, 
It should cover a portion of the pectoralis major, 
and extend as high as the bend of the neck, and 
include the whole of the scapula. From this 
broad plate a piece decends to the bend of the el- 
bow, and should be sufficiently wide to cover 
about two-thirds of the outer part of the arm. 
The paper is then placed on one of the prepared 
tablets, which is cut to a similar shape. The 
piece thus preparedis moistened until it becomes 
perfectly soft, and it is then moulded on the arm 
andneck. From the general shape of these parts, 
there will be found a superfluity of substance 
about the deluoid which must be pinched up and 
turned down, so as to form a fold over the other 
part. The splint then may be in a degree dried, 
and its inner surface lined with lint. ‘The whole 
is to be enveloped with a starched roller.* 

This mode of proceeding may appear tedious, 
but it isa source of much comfort to the patient ; 
for whilst the upper arm is enveloped in this hard 
case, so that it 1s quite immoveable, the forearm 
and hand may be left loose, and the patient may 
in some degree enjoy the use of them. The 
benefit of this mode of treating fractures is not 
confined to the patient only: it lessens also the 
labour of the surgeon; for when the injured limb 
is once put up in this manner, it requires no fur- 
ther attention for days, weeks, or even till the 
cure is accomplished. 

Its application to chronic diseases of the joints 
will be found particularly useful, In these cases, 
two lateral splints are to be formed, and envelop- 


*The roller is merely soaked in boiled starch, and 
wound up in the usual manner, before it is applied. 
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ed in a starch roller, It is hardly necessary to 
add, that in fractures of the lower jaw it must 
prove a valuable auxiliary. Great, however, as 
these ‘advantages may be, perhaps they are trifling 
in comparison with the importance of its appli- 
cation to simple fractures of the leg. The mode 
of treating these fractures at St, Bartholomew’s 
Hospital has been for some months the method 
first adopted by Mr. John Lawrence, of Brighton. 
His plan was to form two strong splints on either 
side of the injuredleg, by successive layers of 
pieces of bandage united together by white of egg 
and flour. Nowas far as this method is concern- 
ed, it requires no improvement, as durability, 
strength, and an accurate cast, are obtained by 
this mode of proceeding, and the numerous cases 
which have been treated by it at the hospital 
show its complete success. By using the tablets 
formed of gum and whiting upon the same plan 
as that of Mr. John Lawrence, a great saving of 
the surgeon’s time is effected, and equal firmness 
and durability obtained. 

The mode in which I have made splints for 
the leg, is first to obtain the exact shape by draw- 
ing a piece of sheeting or paper round the leg, 
and marking the part which corresponds to the 
tibia for the whole length of the leg, and conti- 
nuing the line on the foot to the extent that it may 
be considered necessary to cover.* By this 
means, it is apparent that the exact size of the 
limb is obtained ; but as the leg is to be enclosed 
by two splints, it becomes necessary to divide 
the cloth into two, which will give an exact pat- 
tern of either splint. These splints are to be 
moistened and moulded, and after being first lined 
with lint, or leather, the whole is to be enve- 
loped by a roller soaked in boiled starch. 

This composition of gum and whiting has an- 
swered perfectly in all the cases in which it has 
been tried, and splints made with it are perhaps 
superior to the splints made with flour and white 
of egg; because, when dry, they preserve accu- 
rately the shape of the limb, and do not at all cor- 
rugate, which all compositions of flour are liable 
at times to do. 

Fractures of the patella are treated in a simi- 
lar way, a splint being placed on either side of 
the knee, extending from about the centre of the 
thigh to about the centre of the leg. ‘The patella 
is not to be covered with these splints, but a 
gap corresponding to its shape left, and the two 
pieces of splints are not to meet aceurately at any 
part, but an interval is to be left of about 3-4ths 
of an inch, or an inch, during their whole extent. 

In enveloping these splints for fractures, they 
are not to be applied when there is much infiam- 
mation or swelling, but the part should be allow- 
ed first to get into a perfectly quiet state. Leeches, 
cold water, or poultices, should be applied, if 
necessary, to effect this object. In general, a 
delay of a week, ten days, or even sometimes 





* *Either splint should overlap the heel and under sur- 
face of the foot in cases where they are used immediate- 
ly after the accident; but where their application is de- 
layed, this is of no importance. 








three weeks, is required ; but in some favourable 
cases there is no occasion to wait, and the splints 
may be applied with safety and advantage on the 
second or third day after the accident. 

This mode has also been adopted in favourable 
cases of compound fracture, but most surgeons 
are agreed never to cover these wounds with con- 
cealing bandages. 

It is not for me to expatiate upon the advan- 
tages with which this method of treating fractures 
is attended, for that belongs rather to Mr. John 
Lawrence, as the first adopter of the principle; 
but the fixing of the bones more firmly and se- 
curely than can be accomplished by any other 
method—the prevention of loss of health, by 
enabling the patients to walk on the fourth or 
fifth day after receiving the accident, and permit- 
ting them to be removed to a situation more 
healthy and airy, the prevention of stiff joints and 
the more speedy and final uniting of the bone— 
are advantages too great to be passed over un- 
mentioned. ‘These advantages are likely to be 
enjoyed by a greater number when the time re- 
quired for the first application of the splints is di- 
minished, and the objection is removed of allow- 
ing the limb to remain without bandages during 
the time required for the drying of the splints: 
the tablets which I have described possess these 
additional advantages, and with them superior 
cheapness is also conjoined.—Lon, Med. Gaz. 


_Exostosis of the Pelvis of unusually rapid 
growth, By Wiitiam Lawrence,—Mary Petit, 
30 years of ages has gained her livelihood by 
selling fruit in the streets, and has led an intem- 
perate life. About six weeks before she came 
to the hospital she observed that the veins of the 
right leg were swollen, and she attributed the 
circumstance to over exertion. Soon after, a 
tumour, the size of a nut, appeared in the situa- 
tion of the femoral absorbent glands on the same 
side; it did not prevent her from following her 
occupation. As the swelling increased, and be- 
came painful, especially on exertion, she applied 
at the hospital, and was admitted on December 
21, 1837. At this time the veins of the right 
lower extremity were varicose ina slight degree, 
and there was a tumour in the bend of the thigh 
not larger than a pullet’s egg. Being of oval 
figure, with slight irregularities of surface, it 
it was considered to be an enlargement of the 
femoral glands, It was free from redness, and 
not painful on pressure; yet the patient com- 
plained of considerable uneasiness in the part. 

The Ung. Potasse Hydriodatis to be rubbed 
on the swelling, 

29th.—Great pain in the swelling. 

Ten leeches ; linseed poultice. 

Jan, Ist, 1838.—The tumor is larger, and so 
painful as to prevent rest at night. The limb is 
cedematous, 

Four grains of Potasse Hydriod. in two ounces 
of Decoct. Sarsap, Co. three times daily. 
One-third of a grain of Muriate of Mor- 
phine every night, 
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9th.—The limb more swelled, with increase of 

ain. 

) The dose of Morph. Mur. increased to half a 
grain. An ointment consisting, of Cerat. 
Cetac. Zss., with Pulv. Opii, 3j. to be rub- 
bed on the swelling in the thigh night and 
morning. 

The tumour increased rapidly, and became more 
and more painful. Having been at first movea- 
ble, like a glandular swelling it became fixed, 
and extended along the inside of the thigh, in the 
direction of the pubes and ischium, forming a 
large mass, of firm feel, not painful on pressure, 
filling up the space between the pelvis and 
thigh. Inthe early part of April the growth was 
found to extend behind the abdominal muscles, 
towards the cavity of the pelvis. It continued 
to increase rapidly, both on the outside and in- 
side of that cavity, its growth being attended with 
correspondent general swelling of the limb. 

On May Ist, the tumour, which is hard and in- 
compressible, has stretched across the pelvis to 
the left side of the body ; and the left leg begins to 
swel]. On May 17th, it had mearly reached the 
umbilicus. Her sufferings were constant and 
acute, and only imperfectly removed by opiates ; 
her strength was thus exhausted, and dysp- 
nea came on in June, when she was so reduced 
and enfeebled, that death was expected daily. 
She lingered till July 1st. 

Neither local nor general means had the slight- 
est effect on the complaint. The treatment con- 
sisted in the free uses of opiates, particularly of 
the muriate of morphine, and in the allowance 
of such nutritious diet and cordials, including 
animal food, sago, porter, and wine, as the weak- 





ness required, and the appetite would admit of. 
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however, the disease was of long standing. The 
limb was amputated, and there was no reproduc- 
tion of disease. Had the disease been seated in 
the tibia in the present instance, it would have 
been right to amputate.—J0. 


State of Medicine in Algiers.—Dr. A. Von 
Schénberg, chief physician to the king of Den- 
mark, took part in the expedition against Algiers, 
and communicated the result of his observations 
to the Royal Medical Society at Copenhagen. 
He also published them in a separate form, and 
the following abridgment of his work is from a 
review of his work in the Zeitschrift fiir die 
gesammte Medicine, for January, 1838 :— 

The climate of Algiers is, upon the whole, 
healthy, though the air is polluted by putrescent 
matter. The highest temperature observed by 
Dr. Schénberg was 904° of Fahrenheit; the 
lowest, 274°. . 

In general, the character of the diseases in 
spring (when the blood, as the natives say, is 
heated) is inflammatory; in summer, it is gas- 
tric and bilious, without any disposition to pass 
into a nervous type, unless treated with violent 
medicines. Inautumn, inflammations again pre- 
vail; and in winter, rheumatisms and catarrhs. 
Intermittent fevers are occasionally seen in the 
neighbourhood, as well as putrid and marsh fe- 
vers neat morasses. 

The thoracic organs are not so often affected 
as those of the abdomen; scarcely two persons 
out of a hundred are free from piles; diseases of 
the spleen and liver, cachexia, and dropsies, are 
frequent. Pulmonary phthisis is not rare, com- 
monly following a neglected catarrh, The Be- 
douin attendants at the baths suffer the most 


The disease consisted of an enormous mass/| {from phthisis ?], and cauterize their limbs, par- 
growing from both sides of the pubes and ischi-| ticularly at the wrist and elbow, with burning 


um, extending downwards to the groin and inside 
of the thigh upwards to the pelvis and abdomen. 
The viscera were necessarily displaced, the blad- 
der and internal organs of generation being push- 
ed towards the left side; while the abdominal 
contents were thrust upwards against the dia- 
phragm. ‘The basis and centre of the mass were 
firm bone, and the growth at its origin was 





identified with the bone from which it proceeded. 
The exterior was of a softer composition, and | 
displayed a fibrous texture more or less firm. | 
On the surface this exhibited, in some situations, | 
cells containing either serous fluid or grumous_ 
blood. 

No disease was observed in the absorbent 
glands. 

The thoracic viscera were healthy. 

In its origin, and in the composition of its 
basis and interior, this tumour was an exostosis ; 
in the rapidity of its growth, in the severe pain 
which accompanied it, and in the constitution of 
its exterior, the characters were those of a ma-| 
lignant growth. I have seen a somewhat simi- | 
lar combination of the bony excrescence, with’ 
softer growth, the latter being in some parts of 
nearly medullary consistence, and formed into) 
cells containing bloody fluid, in the tibia, where, | 





wood. ‘The juices of plants, and balsams, are 
the ordinary remedies; if in six months they do 
no good, the case passes for mortal. 

The climate seems to predispose persons to 
nervous diseases; there are a number of insane 
and epileptic persons, and a peculiar kind of 
headache is found here. ‘Tetanus and locked- 
jaw often arise without any wound, and, indeed, 
without any cause that can be discovered, Purges 
given till they have slightly weakened the pa- 
tient, then opium in enormous doses, and, above 
all, musk, form the treatment which is relatively 
the most suecessful. The plague is not ende- 


mic, but is brought in from the Levant: it then . 


rages violently, though with remissions, and one 
sees people die of it in the streets. 

Venerea] diseases, especially of the skin, are 
much diffused, perhaps through the frequent use 


of yapour-baths, and do not hinder the patients 


from going into company. Sarsaparilla in pow- 
der, and given in decoction for a beverage, is ad- 
ministered for forty days, and this, with a diet 
confined to bread and raisins, and the use of 
baths, forms the course; this is sometimes begun 
over again, and is then backed with calomel, 
given according to the fancy of the prescriber. 
It is easy, therefore, to understand that saliva- 
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tion must be common, to the terror of the physi- 
cians and the patients. Buboes are treated 
by touching the circumference with the actual 
cautery. 
The feast of Bagram gives rise to a colic 
which occurs in every house; for after a fast of 
thirty days the Algerines indemnify themselves 
by a feast lasting three days, where the favourite 
articles are pastry and sweet things, This colic 
is frightful from its treatment: two scarfs are 
put round the neck of the patient, and twisted 
together, till he seems strangled; they are then | 
loosened, and the patient, still quite stupefied, is 





violently pushed backwards and forwards by the 
knees of two men standing opposite to each | 
other. 

Dropsies are not rare, and among them hydro- | 
celes of great size are the most frequent. It is | 
certain that the Arabs who live in the mountains | 
possess very efficacious secret remedies against 
stone, gout, and rheumatism. A violent diar- 
rhea, with tenesmus, was soon cured by burnt 
cork in rum, which is also employed in Malta. 

In a case of headache, a salivation was bene- 
ficially produced by friction under the tongue 
with a piece of woollen cloth, and then sprink- 
ling the tumour thus excited with salt and 
onions, 

The French gave the name of epidemic dysen- 
tery to the disease which caused the greatest 
havoc in their army. Dr. Schonberg prefers 
calling ita cholera. It is an ulceration of the 
colon, unaccompanied by typhus fever, chronic 
in duration, and curable by leeches and emul- 
sions. ‘The headache above mentioned is an in- 
termittent hemicrania, which attacks foreigners 
in particular, An Italian, who had suffered 
eight years under this disease, which even de- 
prived him of consciousness, got well with ipe- 
eacuanha and quinine; and so did another. In 
one whole family, consisting of parents and chil- 
dren, the attack began with amblyopia, which 
increased to total blindness, lasting several 
hours. One member of the family recovered on 
Jeaving Algiers, and was again attacked on his 
return. 

Diseases of the eye are all treated with lotions, 
and injurious ones too, as appears from the great 
number of the blind. Egyptian ophthalmia is 
not so common as at Tripoli. 

Fractures are cured by covering them with | 
gypsum, or by amputation, The limb is cut off | 
by a blow of a sword, and then the stump is 
dipped in boiling pitch, or touched with a red- 
hot iron, The actual cautery is also used in 
internal complaints, such as colic; and in cases 
of incarcerated hernia, what they call bleeding 
consists in scarifying the forehead and temples 
with a razor, by which the temporal artery is 
sometimes injured, or in wounding the Schneide- 
rian membrane with a pointed bit of wood = Accu- 
puncturation of the temples is much used against 
headache, 

Burns and ulcers are cauterized, and then very 
successfully treated with the powder of a certain 


‘ opodeldoe. 





plant, 


A tumour in the antrum of Highmore is of 
frequent occurrence; it is painful, becomes co- 
vered as if with a syphilitic herpes, and sooner 
or later involves the bones. For the sting of the 
scorpion, (an animal which injures only when 
opposed, and is not common here,) the animal 
itself is crushed and put upon the spot: amulets, 
as may be supposed, are used against every dis- 
order, 

Dr. Bohn first introduced vaccination, and 
practised it in the family of the deposed Dey 
himself, who, however, did not give him a 
princely fee; and, generally speaking, people are 
here unwilling to give aught to physician or 
apothecary. 

As to the native physicians, the Dey had a 
kind of protomedicus, who decided medico-legal 
questions, and created other physicians for a few 
piastres, without being exactly able to read and 
write. If a man was able to shave well, if he 
could compound a plaster, and cure a hurt, he 
bought the privilege, and prescribed at his own 
pleasure the whole contents of any of the six 
Moorish apothecaries’ shops; bark with or with- 
out theriaca at all times; and inall fevers, opium, 
sarsaparilla, calomel, pimento, cantharides, and 
Ismael Ben Mehmed enjoyed the 
greatest share of public confidence ; he gave Dr. 
Schénberg an extract from the Arabic work of 
Ben Huesina, who lived seven hundred years 
ago, and a catalogue of his own drugs, His 
shop, the largest in the town, contained seventy 
jars, thirty bottles, twenty boxes, and several 
drawers. He obtained medicines from abroad, 
prepared others himself, and possesses a still and 
retort, He is afraid of mercury against syphilis, 
and thinks he can do without it. 

Ismael Ben Mehmed is acquainted with re- 
mittent and intermittent fevers, and their varie- 
ties. His surgical apparatus consisted of acom- 
mon case of dressing instruments. 

Midwifery may be practised by any woman, 
but there is a certain experience which is handed 
down as an inheritance. ‘There are both Moor- 
ish and Jewish midwifes, and several of the lat- 
ter are in repute. One of them attends from one 
hundred and thirty to one hundred and fifty la- 
bours yearly, and she says that from three to five 
in a hundred require artificial aid, chiefly from 
the presentation of the arm or breech, ‘The la- 
bour seldom lasts two days, and it is rare that 
the new-born infant or a woman in child-bed dies. 
Puerperal fever is unknown, and milk fever is 
mild, 

The arrangement of the baths in Algiers is 
peculiar. Sea-bathing is used only for negro 
slaves; when they have the itch, they are driven 
into the sea once or twice a day, till they reco- 
ver. Sweating baths are the usual ones. The 
bathing-house has a cupola like a mosque, and 
exhibits the most curious mixture of magnificence 
and poverty, of cleanliness and dirt, It consists 
of two large rooms; in the first there are galle- 
ries covered with mats for undressing and re- 
posing; in the bathing-room, which is much 
larger, are the pipes. As soon as the bather be- 
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gins to perspire, he is laid down by the attend- 
ants, and rubbed, first with the bare hand, then 
with a woollen glove, afterwards with a lather 
of soap, while merry songs are sung, and lastly, 
washed with cold water. When the perspiration 
is over, the attendants again stretch and pull all 
the limbs of the bather, to make them supple. 

A mineral -bath in the neighbourhood of Al- 
giers, has come more and more into fashion since 
the. nearly perfect recovery of the first minister 
from lepra, a disease which is by no means un- 
common. 

There is nothing which can be called a police 
for public health. ‘The rubbish from trades of 
all kinds, especially oi] manufactories, slaughter- 
houses, fishmongers, &c., and the narfowness of 
the town, favour malignant epidemics. Love 
affairs alone were in some measure regulated by 
the mezouar. Whoever went about at night with- 
out a lantern, was imprisoned, Any Turk or 
Moor might keep a girl of the town, but he was 
obliged to state the fact before the mezouar, ‘This 
officer was allowed to punish the girls with 
blows to the amount of five hundred, or seven 
hundred. If they were caught in unlawful inter- 
course with Christians, they were liable to be 
put into a sack, and thrown into the sea; while 
the man, to save his life, was obliged to embrace 
Islamism, Of these girls, the Moorish ones are 
most apt to be afflicted with syphilis. The 
French army has two hospitals for its own sick, 
and there is one for the Moors in the town; at 
the distance of two English miles from it there 
is another one for three hundred patients. When 
we reflect that these hospitals were formerly pri- 
vate residences, and were built almost solely 
for the purpose of excluding the rays of the sun, 
it will not be surprising that their arrangement is 
far inferior to that of a regular French hospital. 
The number of patients was considerable, the 
diseases being chiefly dysentery and the typhus 
fever. Formerly there were also a Spanish and 
a French hospital, well provided with funds, and 
every thing required for the treatment of the sick, 
They were for the benefit of the Spaniards and 
French who were slaves in Algiers.—J0, 


An account of a Fetus of seven months, with its 
Placenta adherent to the Nevus occupying the Scalp 
and Dura Mater. By Rosert Ler, M. D., 
F. R. S.—The foetus whose malformation forms 
the subject of the present memoir, was sent to 
the author by Mr. William Highmore, of Sher- 
borne. Immediately on its arrival in London, a 
drawing was made of the malformed head, by 
Mr. Perry, which was presented to the Society 
in illustration of the description contained in this 
a The vessels of the fetus and placenta 

aving been minutely injected, the integuments 
of the head were divided from ear to ear, and the 
dura mater was found in immediate contact with 
the skin, all the bones of the vault of the cranium 
being wanting. The scalp and dura mater on 
the upper part of the head were almost wholly 
occupied by a great plexus of dilated arteries and 
veins, filled with injéction resembling nevus, 








The brain and its immediate envelopes were 
healthy. The placenta was united to the fore- 
head by a band three-quarters of an inch in 
breadth, and one and a half inch in length, com- 
posed of the amnion and chorion. Into this band 
the membranes of the brain were protruded 
through an opening as large as a finger’s point. 
Although the author feels it to be impossible to 
fix exactly the period when the adhesion of the 
placenta to the head of the fetus took place, he 
thinks it probable that the umbilical cord and 
band must have been formed about the same 
time, and at a very early period of the ovum, 
when the amnion and embryo were in contact, 
and before the end of the fifth week from the 
time of conception.—ZJb, 





Combinations of Arsenic and Antimony with 
Hydrogen. Marsh’s apparatus, —M M. Morh and 
Leibig have recently published the following ob- 
servations on Marsh’s apparatus for the reduction 
of arsenic. 

By following Mr. Marsh’s excellent method 
for the discovery of minute traces of arsenic, the 
chemist is liable to fall into error unless he em- 
ploy the utmost precaution in all cases where the 
fluid examined contains any other metal, When 
this occurs the gas disengaged during the pro- 
cess carries over with it some excessively minute 
drops of the fluid; and these drops contain a 
portion of the metal, which is reduced by the 
flame, and becomes attached to the porcelain 
plate exactly in the same-way as the arsenic. It 
is extremely difficult to condense the drops of 
fluid alluded to. ‘This cannot be done effectually 
by passing the gas through a tube twelve inches 
in length, and filled with fragments of potass; 
it is better to fill the tube with bits of fine wool; 
but in every case it is necessary to test the nature 
of the métallic crust which lines the plate of 
porcelain. Arsenic is immediately dissolved by 
nitric acid, the hydrosulphate of potass, &c. 

Instead of burning the arseniuretted hydrogen, 
it might be decomposed by passing it through a 
tube of one-twelfth of an inch in diameter, heat- 
ed to redness over a spirit-lamp. ‘The arsenic is 
thus deposited at about two inches from the ori- 
fice of the tube, beyond the red-hot portion, in 
the form of abrilliant black metallic circle. The 
other metals which are carried over mechanically 
by the gas are also reduced, but they remain 
fixed in the red-hot portion, and are not carried 
further. The sulphuret of arsenic may be sub- 
mitted to the same test as arsenious acid and 
arsenic; or the following method may be em- 
ployed :—Dissolve the sulphuret in a solution of 
potass, then drop in a solution of nitrate of silver 
until the whole of the sulphur be precipitated ; 
next add hydrochloric acid, slightly in excess, 
filter and precipitate the arsenic acid with lime- 
water; dry the precipitate carefully, mix it with 
powdered charcoal and reduce it in the ordinary 
manner, 

On the methods of Marsh and Simon, M. 
Berzelius remarks, that Mr. Marsh has neglected 
a property of arseniuretted hydrogen, which may 
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be turned to great account, viz., that of deposit- | 
ing metallic arsenic by heat. ‘The apparatus is | 
extremely simple; we have merely to pass the’ 
gas, as it is gradually disengaged, through a 
tube which is heated to redness over a spirit- 
lamp; or, if we desire to be more exact, we may 
place a given quantity of copper (reduced by 
hydrogen) in the heated portion of the tube, and 
we thus obtain an arseniuret of copper which will | 
enable us to determine with great precision the | 
quantity of arsenic combined with the hydrogen. 
To reduce the sulphuret of arsenic M. Simon} 
proposes to employ quick lime instead of the) 
tartrate of lime. M. Berzelius thinks it better 
to employ light charcoal impregnated with a 
solution of carbonate of soda, and placed ina 
tube of 1-24th of an inch in diameter, which is| 

| 
closed at one end. He places the su] phuret first | 
in the tube, and then a few scales of the char-| 
coal, from one-half to an inch in length, and 
draws out the empty part of the tube to a fine 
point. He now heats the charcoal over a spirit- 
lamp, with a double current of air, and then ex- 
poses the sulphuret to the flame. The sulphuret 
passes, at first, into the charcoal unchanged, but 
as the heat gradually softens the tube, it is de- 
composed, and the arsenic is sublimed into the 
pointed end. The same means may be employ- 
ed for the reduction of arsenic acid. 

The ammoniated hydrogen gas discovered by 
Dr. Thomson contains but a very small quantity 
of antimony, especially when prepared with zine 
and antimony. If the gas thus prepared be dis- 
engaged very rapidly, some metallic antimony is 
attached to the upper part of the matrass, and no 
change takes place on its being allowed to cool ; 
but if the gas he disengaged very slowly, and 
allowed to rest, metallic plates of antimony sepa- 
rate after a short time. The arseniuretted hydro- 
gen may be easily distinguished from antimoniat- 
ed hydrogen by the introduction of a small quan- 
tity of chlorine, which precipitates metallic arse- 
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lent substitute for the full gland was obtained, 
By examining it he satisfied himself that under- 
neath the skin of the female areola a circle exists, 
which usually surrounds the greatest part of the 
base of the nipple at the distance of a line and a 
half from it. In some cases instead of being 
circular it is angular, its angles giving origin to 
branches running towards the circumference of 
the areola; other smaller twigs ascend from it into 
the nipple itself. Its vascular and venous nature 
was proved by injection. ‘The circle exists in 
the male also, though in him it exhibits a some- 
what different form. ‘This anatomical fact has 
altogether escaped the notice of modern obser- 
vers, at least no mention is made of it by Meckel, 
Cloquet, Weber, Lenhossek, &c, ‘The indefati- 
gable Haller, however, distinctly described it in 
his Elements of Physiology, vol. vii. sect. 1. 
Sebastian proposes, in consequence, that it be call- 
ed Haller’s circle. As to its use, he believes 
that it has much to do in the erection of the nip- 
ple. Hitherto that part of the breast has been re- 
ferred to that class of erectile tissues, more on 
account of its exhibiting the phenomenon of 
erection, than from anatomical demonstration of 
its structure. But when the venous circle be- 
comes turgid from being filled with blood, and 
at the same time the veinules forming communi- 
cations between it and the nipple are filled, the 
whole apparatus must push up and cause the 
erection of the nipple.—Brit, and For. Med Rev. 
from Tijdschrift voor Natuurlijke Geschiedenis, 
11 Deel, 3 Stuk, 





Infiuence of Temperature on the Cicatrization of 


| Wounds. By MM. Brescuer and Guyor.—At 


the sitting of the Academy of Sciences on the 
2d July, a joint memoir was presented by these 
gentlemen, containing the result of some experi- 
ments made at the Hdtel Dieu, on the cicatriza- 
tion of wounds under the influence of an elevated 





nic from the former, but does not produce any 
precipitate in the latter. ‘The flame of both gases 
when directed against a porcelain plate, covers 
it with a metallic crust, but it is easy to distin- 
guish whether the metal be antimony or arsenic, 
in the following manner :—Dissolve the metal- 
lic crust with afew drops of eau regale; then add 
a few drops of water saturated with sulphuretted 
hydrogen; this produces a golden-yellow pre- 
cipitate with arsenic, but an orange-yellow one 
with antimony; the former is soluble in ammo- 
nia, the latter not.—Jour. Pharm, Feb. 1839. 





On the Venous Circle of the Mammary Areola. 
By Professor Sezastian.-—In dissecting the mam- 
ma, Professor Sebastian had frequently observed 
a filament beneath the areola, apparently deserib- 
ing a circle round it; but being unable to procure 
the gland of a woman giving suck, he for a long 
while deferred the investigation of its nature. 
However, by boiling an empty mamme for 
twenty-four hours, the close cellular tissue of the 
organ was so effectually loosened, that an excel- 


temperature. For this purpose a hot-air bath 
was contrived in which a diseased limb might 
be exposed to a dry temperature of 36 centigrade 
(97° F.) <A piece of glass inserted in the top 
of the apparatus enables the progress of cure to 
be watched without disturbing the limb. Two 
‘cases are detailed, in which, immediately after 
amputation, the stumps were placed in this appa- 
ratus. In the first case in which amputation was 
performed for scrofulous diseases of the femur, 
no other dressing was applied than five very 
narrow strips of emplast. plumib, to approxi- 
mate the skin without covering the wound, 
and a roller round the thigh. These slight 
dressings were removed on the fourth day, when 
union had taken place, except at the inferior por- 
tion: here there was a trifling suppuration, which 
ceased on the fourteenth day after the removal of 
the ligatures. The superior three-fourths of the 
wound remained dry during the whole process of 
cure, On the fifteenth day there remained a 
wound from fifteen to twenty lines in length by 
only one in breadth. ‘The constitutional state of 
the patient was most satisfactory throughout, 
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In the second case, that of a man aged sixty-one¢ 
amputation was performed on account of suppu- 
ration in the ankle-joint. There had been a good 
deal of constitutional irritation, and the stump 
was fiabby and infiltrated; the tibial artery was 
ossified. Here union by the first intention was 
not attempted. Four strips of adhesive plaster 
were applied, which left a space of eighteen lines 
between the lips of the wound. For the first five 
days the wound was covered with a brown scab ; 
on the sixth day suppuration commenced; the 
appearance of the wound was very favourable ; 
the constitutional symptoms were immediately 
much ameliorated. This case is not yet ter- 
minated; but cicatrization is commencing, and 
every thing leads to expect a favourable result. — 
Ib., from Gazette des Hipitaux. July, 1838. 





Curious Case of a Spike of Oat introduced into 
the Bronchi, and expelled through an opening in 
the walls of the Chest. By M. Sransxi.—A 
young woman, aged twenty, was brought into 
the H6épital Cochin, July 16, 1834, It appeared 
that she had for some time laboured under con- 
sumptive symptoms, and that, a fortnight before 
her admission, she accidentally swallowed (as 
she thought) an ear of wild oats, in the act of 
speaking with it in her mouth: she could not 
tell which end of the spike went down first. She 
was immediately seized with a violent fit of 
choking; which, however, soon went off, and 
was succeeded by continual convulsive cough- 
ing. After two or three days she was attacked 
with pneumonia of the right lung; and, two or 
three days subsequently, a sudden fit of coughing 
was followed by an abundant purulent expecto- 
ration of a very fetid matter, which continued 
till the time of her admission into the hospital. 
Upon examination, an abscess was detected in 
the right Jumbar region. This abscess was 
opened by means of caustic, and twelve ounces 
of purulent matter, resembling that expectorated, 
was evacuated, Considerable relief of all the 
symptoms followed this discharge ; but cavernous 
and amphoric respiration, with pectoriloquy, 
could be heard at the base of the right lung. 
Subsequently another abscess formed between 
the ribs, a little below the inferior angle of the 
scapula; which, after a month, was also opened 
with caustic. A seton was introduced into the 
lower opening of the first abscess, and brought 
out at the newly-made one: by drawing the cot- 
ton upwards, the oat-ear was entangled and 
brought out, broken into two pieces, which, 
together, measured three inches in length. After 
the removal of the foreign body, the wound kept 
discharging for a considerable time, but ulti- 
mately healed, and all the symptoms, both gene- 
ral and auscultatory, decreased ; but the frequent 
pulse and night-sweats remained, and the patient 
died from phthisis seven months after coming 
into the hospital. 

On examination after death, extensive tubercu- 
lar disease of the summit of both lungs was 
found, ‘The lower and back. part of the right 








lung was closely adherent to the ribs by a hard 
and almost cartilaginous substance: this was 
continuous with a mass of dense cellular tissue, 
which descended beneath the pleura costalis, and 
passed out of the chest between the eleventh and 
twelfth ribs, close to the outer edge of the sacro- 
lambalis muscle, and was continued beneath the 
lumbar fascia, which was separated from the 
muscles for the space of one and a half or two 
square inches. ‘The cavity thus formed was lined 
by a soft, unorganized, false membrane; it did 
not communicate with the chest, but led by a 
small fistulous passage to one of the external 
openings; the ligamentous adhesion was closely 
applied to the pleura covering the lung, and at 
that point a small cylindrical canal was found, 
which communicated with the largest bronchial 
tube of the inferior lobe of the lung: the canal 
itself seemed formed by a dilated bronchus. The 
surrounding substance of the lungs was friable, 
and of a greyish brown colour; but almost free 
from tubercles, only one being found. 


M. Stanski says that he found as many as 
twenty cases similar to the preceding, reported in 
different works, and the effects and symptoms of 
the accident were always the same. The spikes 
of different grasses put into the mouth have got 
into the respiratory tubes, while the patient has 
been speaking, laughing, or coughing. To get 
in this way into the trachea, the lower extremity 
of the spike must have been introduced first 
otherwise the spikelets would have diverged, and 
obstructed its passage. It rapidly finds its way 
into some bronchial tubes, where it excites irrita- 
tion and suppuration, and eventually reaches the 
surface of the body, and is discharged along with 
the matter which surrounds it. An operation for 
the removal of the ear is to be condemned: it 
traverses the trachea with the greatest rapidity 
during the act of inspiration, as is proved by the 
short duration of the fit of suffocation; and, in 
all the cases that M. Stanski has found, the pro- 
cess by which the foreign body has been got rid 
of has never produced death, except when com- 
plicated with other disease as in the present 
case, where the patient evidently died of phthisis 
after recovering from the accidental affection, and 
in consequence of tubercles existing in the sum- 
mit of the lungs previously to the occurrence of 
the accident. —Jb. from Gazette Médicale de Paris. 
July, 1837. 





New Treatment for Bed Sores, —Dr. Mac Cor- 
mick has found the greatest utility from the em- 
ployment of the following preparation, on the first 
appearance of any abrasion of the skin, or red- 
ness, He coated the parts affected with succes- 
sive layers of a table varnish, (composed of 
camphor, spirits of wine, and beeswax,) allow- 
ing each layer to dry before applying the next, 
After five or six layers an artificiai cuticle was 
formed, which always prevented the spread of 
the inflammation. This remedy originated with 
Dr, Lendrick, of Sir P, Dun’s Hospital, Dub- 


lin,x—Lancet, 
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